
The Countryside Coop 
"Quality you Expect and Service you Deserve" 

 

 
   The Countryside Coop is a farmers cooperative formed in 1998 with the merger 
of the Mondovi and Durand Cooperatives, and later the addition of the Augusta 
Farmers Union. The history of this organization, though, began much longer ago 
with these three cooperatives as separate businesses. 
 

Durand Coop 
   The Durand Coop started in 1919 as the Lower Chippewa Valley Equity. It began 
as a way for the local farmers to assure they were getting fair prices for grain and 
livestock exchange. This small cooperative grew steadily and added more land 
and buildings to its inventory. In 1955 they bought the Arkansaw feed mill from 
Cecil Harmon, and in that same year they merged with Durand Farmers Union 
Coop Oil Company so that the local farmers could also be assured fair prices for 
fuel and oil as well. With this merger came a change in name to the Durand 
Cooperatives. A few years later another large merger with the Pepin Farmers 
Union occurred. To add to their thriving cooperative the managers bought the 
Rock Falls mill in 1958 and eventually included Spring Valley and Elmwood in 
the Durand Coop. 
 

Mondovi Coop 
  The Mondovi Coop started much as Durand Cooperatives had. In 1910 a group of 
farmers in the Mondovi area started the Mondovi Equity Exchange which was 
centered on the selling and distribution of petroleum products. Later the coop 
derived a feed branch by merging with Mondovi Feed and Livestock in 1922. Just 



as Durand was doing at the same 
time, Mondovi Coop was gathering assets 
all around them. They acquired mills and 
petroleum storage in Strum, Eleva and 
Osseo. In 1979 they bought a fertilizer 
plant in Kings Valley which is located just 
outside of Osseo. Then on April 15, 1987 
Mondovi Coop bought out the Whitehall - 
Blair - Independence Farmers Union. 
 

Augusta Farmers Union 
    The Augusta Farmers Union is an often overlooked part of Countryside Coop's 
history, that is actually very important. The August Farmers Union Oil 
Companybegan in 1927. It later started a feed and fertilizer plant in 1942 and 
changed its name to the Augusta Farmers Union. In 1980 they bought the Fall 
Creek grain and fertilizer facility, and finally in 1996 bought an auto service center 
that was also located in Fall Creek. This made the Augusta Farmers Union one of 
the three largest cooperatives in the area. They placed their main office in 
downtown Fall Creek located on Hwy. 12. 

 

http://web.durand.k12.wi.us/hs/history/CtrysdCoop/BigMap.html


http://web.durand.k12.wi.us/hs/history/CtrysdCoop/BigMap.html       The Merger 
   The three largest cooperatives in the area expanded extensively by themselves. 
Finally on March 24, 1998 the Durand and Mondovi Cooperatives voted to see if 
the two would consolidate. The vote passed and on September 1, 1998 the two 
cooperatives merged forming the Countryside Cooperative. The next step in 
making the Countryside Coop that we know today was the acquisition of the 
Augusta Farmers Union. This happened on October 1, 2000 when Augusta merged 
with Countryside Cooperative uniting the farming communities of Alma, Augusta, 
Blair, Durand, Eleva, Fall Creek, Foster, Elmwood, Gilmanton, Independence, 
King's Valley, Mondovi, Pepin, Pigeon Falls, Rock Falls, Strum, Spring Valley and 
Whitehall. The main office is now located in Durand being that they were the 
centerpiece for the mergers that formed the Countryside Cooperative.  It now 
serves the countryside's of Pepin, Buffalo, Pierce, Eau Claire, Trempeleau, and 
Dunn counties. 
 

 

http://www.countrysidecoop.com/ 
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